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for a similar disaster, found themselves
with the first-aid kits that they had
been issued, giving first aid to their fel-
low Scouts and some to their Scout
leaders.

As I walked that site on the Friday
morning following the Wednesday
afternoon, some of these first-aid kits
were scattered out around the site
where they had been used up helping
each other. It’s a powerful example of
the training that the Scouts had gone
through and how they used that train-
ing.

Mr. Speaker, they did everything
they could have done from a training
standpoint. They did everything they
could have done from a reaction stand-
point. They did all of the right things
in the aftermath of the tornado, and I
believe that this tragedy of losing the
four Scouts, as sad as it is—and we pay
tribute to them and their lives and we
offer our prayers and our shared grief
to their families and the families of all
of those who feel this pain—as sad as
that is, I believe that there is a silver
lining to this cloud.

First, I'm confident that there will
be a memorial built on that location
for those four Scouts.
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And I believe that there will be a day
soon where the training drills of the
Scouts will incorporate the things that
they learned there, the things that
they did there, and I believe there will
be Scouts that come to this camp, this
1,800-acre wilderness camp, from all
over the United States over time who
will train on the very location where
we lost the four Scouts.

Before I conclude, Mr. Speaker, I do
want to read the list of the local volun-
teer organizations that I know are at
least on this list—and I'm convinced it
cannot be all of them—the Little
Sioux, Iowa, Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment on the site quickly, along with
the Monona County Emergency Man-
agement people, the Decatur Volunteer
Fire Department of Decatur, Nebraska,
Fort Calhoun, Nebraska Volunteer Fire
Department, Monona County Sheriff’s
Department, Harrison County Sheriff’s
Department, the Iowa State Patrol,
Iowa National Guard, Red Cross, Mercy
Air Care, and the Little Sioux Boy
Scout Ranch. They all began to arrive
there within 7 minutes of the time that
this tornado concluded.

I congratulate them for their coura-
geous response, for the example that
they’ve set, for the inspiration that
they are. I hope to be there to dedicate
the memorial when that day comes. I
offer my prayers and sympathy to the
Scouts and their families. May God
continue to bless the Boy Scouts of
America.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I urge the
adoption of this resolution and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, from our
darkest trials, Americans consistently
display their true heroism. The hor-
rible events on the night of June 11
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were no different. No one is surprised
to learn that the Scouts themselves
displayed leadership skills and
composure in the face of danger above
and beyond their years. Had these cou-
rageous young men not lived up to
their motto, ‘‘Always Be Prepared,” it
is likely that this tragedy would have
been magnified.

I pray that all involved with Scout-
ing will be inspired by the examples of
the Scouting community shown
through this tragedy, and that our be-
nevolent God grant a sense of peace to
all those affected by the tragedy.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to
support the passage of H. Res. 1263.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
CLAY) that the House suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution, H. Res.
1283.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING
A NATIONAL DYSPHAGIA
AWARENESS MONTH

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 195) ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress that
a National Dysphagia Awareness
Month should be established.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 195

Whereas dysphagia, or difficulty with swal-
lowing, is a medical dysfunction that affects
as many as 15,000,000 Americans;

Whereas the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention has estimated that 1,000,000
people in the United States annually are di-
agnosed with dysphagia;

Whereas the Agency for Healthcare Re-
search and Quality has estimated that 60,000
Americans die annually from complications
associated with dysphagia;

Whereas based on Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention mortality data, this is
more than the total number of Americans
dying from all forms of liver disease, kidney
disease, and HIV/AIDS combined—and nearly
as many as those dying from diabetes, the
number 6 Killer of Americans;

Whereas the most common complication
arising from dysphagia is aspiration pneu-
monia—caused by food or saliva entering the
windpipe and into the lungs;

Whereas one in 17 people will develop some
form of dysphagia in their lifetime, includ-
ing 50 to 75 percent of stroke patients and 60
to 75 percent of patients who undergo radi-
ation therapy for head and neck cancer;

Whereas as many as half of all Americans
over 60 will experience dysphagia at some
point;

Whereas complications due to dysphagia
increase health care costs by resultant hos-
pital readmissions, emergency room visits,
extended hospital stays, the necessity for
long-term institutional care, and the need
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for expensive respiratory and nutritional
support;

Whereas the cost of managing a patient
with a feeding tube, which for many has been
the primary treatment option for this condi-
tion, is reported to average over $31,000 per
patient per year;

Whereas the total annual cost to Medicare
just for enteral feeding supplies for out-
patients was more than $670,000,000 in 2003,
nearly 6 percent of the total Medicare budget
for that year;

Whereas including the monies spent in hos-
pitals, the total cost of dysphagia to the
health care system is well over $1,000,000,000
annually;

Whereas the condition of dysphagia is a
vastly underreported condition and not wide-
ly understood by the general public; and

Whereas observing June 2008 as National
Dysphagia Awareness Month would raise
public awareness about dysphagia and the
need for early detection and treatment: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That it is the sense of the
Congress that a National Dysphagia Aware-
ness Month should be established.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. CLAY) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Missouri.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the
House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, I am proud to
join my colleagues in the consideration
of H. Con. Res 195, which expresses the
sense of Congress that a National Dys-
phagia Awareness Month should be es-
tablished.

Dysphagia, or difficulty swallowing,
is a medical disorder currently afflict-
ing nearly 15 million Americans, with
another million Americans diagnosed
each and every year. Moreover, among
those over 60 years of age there is over
a b0 percent probability of experiencing
dysphagia at some point. Unlike many
other medical disorders, dysphagia has
not gathered the national attention
that it deserves, despite the fact that
more than 60,000 American deaths
occur annually from dysphagia-related
complications.

Mr. Speaker, I urge swift passage of
H. Con. Res 195, as it will shed national
attention on dysphagia, which is af-
flicting so many of our fellow Ameri-
cans and costing us over $1 billion to
treat annually.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
league from Missouri for his excellent
presentation on this resolution. I also



